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of Aushe^ar's smiting with a serpent-scourge of
several kinds in the religion of the Masda-wor-
shippers.

3. The mightiness of the resources in the fifth
century of the same millennium; the manifestation
of the wizard Mahrkus l for seven years, in the year
which is reported in all the regions which are seven;
the coming on and arrival of the winter of Mahrkus,
the perishing of most ^mankind and animals within
three winters and in the fourth, through the awful-
ness of those winters and fas. witchcraft of Mahrkus ;
and the dying away of Mahrkus of scanty progeny
(gasuko-zahi^no), during the fourth winter, through
the Dahnian Afrin 2. 4. The opening of the en-
closure made by Yim, the coming of mankind and
animals therefrom, and the complete progress of
mankind and animals again, arising specially from
them.

5. After those winters, the abundant and great
increase in the milk of cattle, and the abundant
nourishment ^mankind by milk; the less distress
of body in cattle, the fullness and prosperity of the
world, the celebrity of assembled mankind, and the
great increase of liberality. 6. Also the feebleness

1  Av. Mahrkusha of Westergaard's Fragment VIII, 2, who is
evidently a wizard or fiend; according to Pahl. Vd. II, 49 (Sp.) the
evil winter which was foretold to Yim is called the winter of
Markus.    In later times this name has been understood as Heb.
Ma Ik 6s, 'autumnal rain;' so the idea of the fatal freezing winter
of Mahrkus, the intender of death, was abandoned for that of the
deluging rain of Malkos, as in Mkh. XXVII, 28.   In Dd. XXXVII,
94, both snow and rain are mentioned as produced by Mahrkus or
Markus (as it is always written in Pahlavi), and in Sd. IX, 5 only
his name is stated.    The most complete account of him is given in
our text.

2  The u4frin of the Ameshaspends.